
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



97] Notes 779 



PROGRESS OF THE CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

Of the various schedules used for collecting the information covered by a decennial 
census, the farm or agricultural schedule is the most elaborate. It provides spaces 
for more than four hundred different items, although of course only a small proportion 
of these items needs to be filled out for any one farm. The Director of the Thirteenth 
Census (1910) expressed the opinion that the number of inquiries on the schedule 
used at that census should be reduced by one-half or two-thirds. But probably no 
such reduction as that could have been made without lessening materially the value 
of this important branch of the census inquiry. The number of items, however, was 
reduced somewhat at the present census, there having been more than five hundred 
in 1910. 

The schedule contains 8 questions regarding the farmer or farm operator; 7 re- 
garding the form of tenure; 10 as to acreage, the acreage being classified with respect 
to the kind of land and the purpose for which it is used; 3 as to the value of the farm; 

3 as to encumbrances on the farm; 4 as to expenditures for feed, labor, and fertilizer; 

4 as to irrigation; and 5 as to drainage. Then follows an inventory of farm animals 
classified not only by kind but with respect to age also, so as to distinguish the grow- 
ing colts and calves, from mature horses and cattle. By far the greater part of the 
schedule, however, is taken up with the subject of farm products; and it is the variety 
and the number of these products which make the schedule so elaborate. It dis- 
tinguishes 13 different hay and forage crops; 19 grain and feed crops; 11 varieties of 
vegetables; 16 fruit crops; 6 other field crops, including such important crops as 
cotton and tobacco; and outside of all these, the potato, sugar, and nut crops. Then 
there are the various dairy and meat products of the farm to be accounted for — the 
poultry, eggs, milk and butter and cheese, the pigs and calves slaughtered, etc. 

As a rule three items are asked for under each crop, viz., the acreage harvested, the 
quantity harvested, and the quantity sold and to be sold. In former censuses the 
value of the crop was also called for; at this census that item of information has been 
omitted, but the values of the crops will be estimated on the basis of average prices 
obtained through the Department of Agriculture. Taking the place of the question 
as to value is that as to the quantity of the crop solot or to be sold, which in its general 
application is a new feature of the agricultural schedule introduced at this census. 
Another new subject of inquiry is that of farm facilities, questions being included 
regarding the number of tractors, automobiles and motor trucks, and whether the 
farm has a telephone, water piped into the house, and gas or electric light. 

The number of farm schedules filled out at this census was approximately 6,500,000, 
the exact number of farms tabulated being 6,485,160. 

For the first time in the history of the census the farm schedules have been tabu- 
lated by the use of the punch card and electrical tabulating machines. It is very 
evident, however, that no single punch card will provide for all the items on this 
elaborate schedule. It was found necessary, in fact, to use 17 different cards, each 
covering a different portion of the schedule. In the aggregate 142,696,217 cards were 
punched. 

The card punching and tabulation have been completed and the publication of the 
results in the form of state bulletins has been begun. Bulletins have already appeared 
for 20 states and for Hawaii, Alaska, and the District of Columbia, and it is expected 
that the series will be completed by the first of September. The state bulletin con- 
tains 5 county tables covering the following subjects: 
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1. Farms and farm property 

2. Live stock on farms and ranges 

3. Domestic animals not on farms or ranges 

4. Value of all crops, and acreage and production of principal crops 

5. Mortgage debt and expenditures for labor, fertilizer and feed 

Altogether this series of tables will present over 300 items of information for every 
county in the United States. On the subjects which these tables cover the Bureau 
does not contemplate publishing any further details for either states or counties, and, 
therefore, so far as these subjects are concerned — and they comprise the main part 
of the agricultural schedule — the cettisus figures will all be "out" as soon as this 
series of bulletins is completed. But in the final volumes of the census reports the 
statistics will be reassembled and presented by subjects primarily instead of by 
states. 

There are, however, a number of subjects which are not covered by these state 
bulletins and on which special bulletins or monographs will probably be issued later. 
These include pure bred live stock, farm facilities, cooperative marketing, forests and 
forest products, young animals raised on farms, domestic animals slaughtered on 
farms, nurseries, and green-houses. 

Mention should be made also of the subjects of irrigation and drainage, which are 
closely related to agriculture though not strictly a part of the census of agriculture 
and not covered by the agricultural schedule. Previous censuses have covered the 
subject of irrigation, but this is the first time that the subject of drainage has been 
included. Two state bulletins have been issued on irrigation, and five on drainage. 

J. A. Hill 



STATURE AND WEIGHT OF CHILDREN 

The Children's Bureau has recently issued basic tables of heights and weights for 
white children under six years of age, in advance of publication of a final bulletin. 
These tables show average heights and weights by age and sex from birth to 72 months, 
and average weights for children of different heights. They are based upon measure- 
ments of 167,024 white children. The records included in the tabulation were care- 
fully selected from over 2,000,000 records received by the Bureau during the Chil- 
dren's Year Campaign. The basis of selection was fourfold: (1) the record card 
must have been signed by a physician; (2) no serious defects should have been noted; 
(3) the child must have been weighed and measured without clothing, as verified by 
the physician signing the card; (4) all essential items must have been answered. The 
children included in the tabulation were 76 per cent of native mothers, four per 
cent of British and Irish parentage, and the remainder of Scandinavian, Italian, and 
other racial stocks. They represent children from every part of the country. The 
averages for white children of native parentage agree very closely with these averages 
for all white children. 

The full report, it is announced, will contain comparisons of rural and city children, 
of children of native parentage, children of Italian, German, and Scandinavian parent- 
age, and a study of the correlation between the presence of certain abnormal condi- 
tions and stature and weight. 



